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j  L  A  T  E  NEWS 

i 

J  .  ,  

The  1947-48  rice  acreage  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  Brazil's  principal 
rice-exporting  State*  is  expected  to  "be  from  10  to  20  percent  less  than 
plantings  a  year  ago  because  of  difficulty  in  disposing  of  last  season's 
surplus  at  prices  considered  profitable  to  the  industry. 


Colombia  has  granted: Einiand  $5 >000 .000  credit  for  the  purchase  of 
8.000  metric  tons  (about  133*000  bags  of  I32  pounds  each)  of  coffee.  De- 
livery is  expected  in  December.  ,  . 


Hong  ICong  authorities  will  stop  issuance  of  dollar  exchange  at  the 
official  rate  for  tho  importation  of  fresh  fruit  after  present  November 
allocations  have  been  completed.    Permits  for  the  importation  of  fresh 
fruit  from  the  United  State?  will  continue  to  be  granted  but  payments  will 
be  on  the  basis  of  the  unofficial  exchange  rate.     A  substantial  portion  of 
the  previous  imports  have  been  handled  in  this  manner. 


Shipments  of  British ' Columbia ., apples  destined  for  the  United  States 
during  the      day  period*  -  November  1-4 »  totalled  S5  cars*  bringing  to  1»070 
cars  the  total  of  such  shipments,  for  the  season.     Of  the  85  cars*  44  were 
of  the  Delicious  variety?  19.  Jonathan »  14  Mcintosh.  3  Crimes.  1  Winter 

Banana  and  4 ■  were--  mixed •■■•carsv  '■    -  ; 


.( :.: .  .  Ef  fective  October  2.7 »  producer  prices  of  milk  and  pork  in  the  Nether- 
1  lands  were  increased  an  average  of  11  percent  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
■tui-e;.' " :  The  v/in'ter  pricS  of  milk  was .  increased  from  18  to  20  cents  per  liter 
.Cl'05o7  quarts),  while  the  price  of  hogs,  carcass  weight,  increased  from 
I.87  to  2-05  florins  per  kilograms.   (32-2  cents  to  35-3  cents  per  pound). 

This  is  the  first  substantial,  price  increase  for  these  products  since 
the.  close  of  the  war*  and  is  •explained  as  a  consequence  of  la.st  summer's 
'drought »'  resulting  in  'a  'shortage 'of  feed  stuffs  and  higher  production  costs 
Such  an  increase  is  not  considered  a  forerunner  of  a  general  farm  price 
rise*  but  it  is  felt  some  further  adjustments  probably  may  be  necessary  in 
a  subsidy,  and  the  intention  is  to  raise  the  consumer's  price.  Netherlands 
agricultural  prices  are  based  on  co  st-of-pro duct ion  studies  made  by  the 
Agricultural  Economic  Institute!  a  Government  organization  studying  costs 
and  related  problems. 
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WORLD  DRIED  PEAR  PRODUCTION  SMALLER 

The  I9U7  preliminary  estimate  of  dried-pear  production  in  the  four 
leading  commercial -producing  countries,  the  United  States,  Argentina, 
Australia,  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  is  5,200  short  tons,  compared 
with  7,900  tons  (revised)  in  1946  and  7,800  tons  in  1945.    This  estimate 
is  13  percent  less  than  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  6,000  tons,  and 
20  percent  smaller  than  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  6,500  tons. 

PEARS,  DRIED:    Estimated  world  commercial  production, 

19^7  "with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Union 


Year 

Argentina 

Australia  ■ 

of  South 
Africa 

:  Foreign 
total 

:  United 
:  States 

:  Total 

:  Short 

Short 

•  Short 

:  Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

:  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons      '  : 

tons 

Averages 

1936-V5 

:  600 

:  400 

;  600 

1,600 

4,900 

6,500 

1941-45 

:  .  800 

;  400 

900  . 

2,100  : 

3,900 

6,000 

Annual 

1941  : 

a/  900 

:           300  • 

500'' 

a/  1,700 

:  3,600 

a/  5,300 

1942 

!            600 . 

300 

1,^00  • 

2,300 

2,700 

5,000 

a/  6,700 
a/  5,500 

1943  : 

a/  800 

1+00  : 

.  1,300  : 

a/  2,500  : 

4,200 

1944  : 

1,000  . 

500  : 

500 

2,000  • 
.  .2,300  : 

a/  3,500  : 

•  1945  : 

900  • 

  400  : 

 1,000.  : 

5,500  : 

7,800 

1946  b/ 

:    ;  2,700 

a/       300  : 

a/'    300  • 

■a/  3,300 

a/(4,600) : 

a/  7,900 

19^7  b/ 

1,900 

■  300  : 

•  500. 

2,700  : 

c/(2,500): 

5,200 

Compiled  from  trade  and; official  sources. 


a/    Revised,     b/  Preliminary,    c/  Trade  estimate  -  not  official 

Declines  in  output  are  reported  for  the  United  States,  and  Argentina', 
the  leading  producers  while  a  modest  increase  is  recorded  in  the 'Union  of 
South  Africa.    Australian  production  during  this  year  was.  the  same  as  a  year 
earlier.     The  United  States  estimate  "based  on  trade  indications,  if  it 
turns  out  as  it]  now  appears,  will  "be  the  smallest  since  1923  when,  only  2,000 
tons  were  produced.  ... 

The  entire  1946  pack  was  disposed  of  in  the  foreign  countrie.s  before 
.new  crop-dried  pears  were  available  this  spring.    In  the  United  States  some 
carry-over  was  reported  though  the  quantity  is  not  known  and  is  not  considered 
to  bo  burdensome  to  the  trade.  ■  The  Australian  and  Union  of.  .South  Africa  packs 
were  very  largely  disposed  of  in  the  domestic  market  or  in  small  parcels  to 
neighboring  countries „  '  •  •  ■  ■   '  .  .. 

Argentina,  the  largest  foreign  producer  of  this  commodity,  exported 
about  1,400  tons  from  the  1946  pack  whixh  would  leave  1,300  tons  for  domestic 
consumption.    The  largest  quantity  exported  to  one  country  was  Sweden  with 
1,079  ton3,  with  the  United  Kingdom  second  with  134  tonsc    Other  exports  to 
European  countries  totaled  about  76  tons.    The  balance  wa3  exported  to  other 
south  and  central  American  countries.     The  most  recent  information  indicates 
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wholesale  prices  in  Buenos  Aires  for  this  year's  pack  were  'between  $3.02 
and  $5.53  per  22 -lb  box,  depending  on  size  and  quality,.  ..  . 

The  export  outlook  in  Argentina  was  not  bright  this  season  because 
of  the  high  prices  for  export  grades,  .the  absence  of,  foreign  demand  and 
small  output.    Exports,  mostly  to  other.  South  American  countries  this 
season  may  total  kOO  tons .  ;  j 

The  19U6-U7  export  season  for  United  States  dried  pears  came  to  a 
close  as  forecast  last  November,  with  a  slightly  higher  export  than  the 
previous  season,  but  totaling  only  626  short  tons.    Exports  during  the 
season  to  European  countries  totaled  only  189  tons,  compared  with  3,328 
tons  in  1936-37.    The  heaviest  buyer  of  United  States  dried  pears  during 
the  season  was  Canada  with  2^2  tons .    France ,  normally  the  largest  prewar 
buyer,  accounted  for  only  2  tons;:  the  United  Kingdom  usually  second,  largest, 
took  65  tons,  and  Sweden  only  2  tons.  'These  data  do  not "include  dried  pears 
in  fruit  mixes.  ■ 

This  season  there ' is  little  to  indicate  that  normal  free-trade .ex jorts 
of  this  commodity  will  be  any  larger  than  that  of  the  season  just  closed.  - 
The  lack  of  dollar  exchange  and  continued  unsettled  economic  and  political 
conditions  abroad  will  tend  to  restrict  foreign  purchases  of  this  item. 


UNITED  STATES: 


Exports  of  pears,  dried,  to  specified  countries, 
.  x  9^6,-57  with  comparisons      a/  . 


Country  of 
destination 


Germany  

France  

United  Kingdom 
Netherlands . . . 
Norway . 
Denmark 
Sweden. 
Belgium 
Italy . . 
Other  Europe . . . 

Total  Europe 
Canada. .......... 

Other  countries 
Total  


Average 
X9I+2-U6 


Short 
tons 


0 

.1+86 
9 
0 
.:  0 
1 
6U 
115 
35 
710 

93 
572 
1,375 


Average 
1937-56 


Short. 
tons 

19 
217 
633 
205 

17 

tub 
103 
59 

„  93 
1,490 

— W 

1+08 


1938-39 


Short 
tons 

73 
965 
601 

963 
25 
112 
38U 
561 
10 

 2h6 

~  '3, 950 


123 

l,99o~T  5,199 


19^3-UU 


Short 
tons 

0 
0 

666 
0 
'  0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
1 


—559 
 to" 

2,009 


I9i4.l4.-U5 


Short 
tons 

2 

0 

1,591 
0 
0 
0 
0 

265 
595 
10 


12g 


_2U2 
2,5^8' 


x 9I45-U6.1956-U7  .  b/ 

Short  : Short  : Short 
tons     -tons  -tons 


2: 
0: 
0: 
0: 
0: 
0: 

• 

11: 
79: 
131: 


0: 
0: 
65: 
■Hjt 
0: 
0: 
2: 

53: 
0: 

35: 


223: 
"~BB7 

-257i 
"5^8: 


T89I 


2521 

195: 
"6*261 


0 
0 
11 
0 
0 
0 

0" 

0 
0 
_0 

_11 
1 
6 

To 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census. 

a/  Crop-year  basis,  September-August,  b/  One.  month  only,  September  19^7. 
c/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 
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MED ITERRANEAN  BASIN  SHELLED  ALMOND  PRODUCTION 
FORECAST  UNCHANGED 

The  I9V7  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  tho 
six  leading  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  75,100  short  tons 
compared  with  71,700  tons  in  1946  (revised),  and  89,700  tons  in  1945. 

This  exceeds  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  63,400  tons  by  18  per- 
cent, and  the  10 -year  (1936-4-5)  average  of  65,800  tons  by  14  percent  and 
is  the  third  largest  output  since  1929.     The  present  estimate  shows  a 
substantial  increase  in  production  over  last  year  for  Italy,  and  a  modest 
increase  for  France  but  declines  for  all  other  producing  countries, 

ALMONDS,  SHELLED:    Estimated  commercial  production 
in  specified  countries,  19^7  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Country 

:  Aver£ 
:  1941-1945 

xge 

.  I936-I945  " 

:  19^5 

:      1946 'a/ 

19^7  a/ 

: Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

.Short  tons 

Short  tons 

French  Morocco. . . 

• 

:  •  700 
:         1,600  : 
:  5,700 
28,200 
:  1,700 
:  25,500 

;  "600 
2,400 
6,800 

:       29,500  • 
2,400 
24 , 100 

:          500 : 
:  3,300 
:    .  6,600, 

50,600' 
2,300  ; 

26,400  - 

;  b/  700 
2,400 
1.  7,700 
33,000 

3,700  « 
24,200  : 

;  b/  1,000 
■  b/  1,000 
b/  5,500 
44,600 
b/  1,000 
b/  22,000 

U.S.  -  Unshelled. 

:  •  63,400 
:       17 , 800 

65.,  800  • 
16.200  : 

.  89,700 
23,800  : 

b/  71,700  ; 
b/  37,800  : 

75,100 
29,700 

Compiled  from  Trade  and  Official  sources. 

a/  Preliminary,    b/  Revised. 

Growing  conditions  this  season  have  varied  from  very  unsatisfactory 
in  Portugal  to  very  good  in  Italy.    In  French  Morocco  growing  conditions 
were  good  until  May  when  locusts  practically  destroyed  the  entire  crop  in 
some  sections .    The  crop  in  Spain,  Portugal  and  France  turned  out  a  little 
better  than  anticipated  in  June,  while  in  Iran  it  failed  to  come  up  to  ex- 
pectations.    The  quality  of  the  nuts  for  the  entire  group  is  about  average 
but  in  the  minor-producing  countries  it  is  a  little  below. 

The  1947-48  marketing  season  opened  with  an  estimated  carry-over  of 
15,000  tons  available  in  the  six  exporting  countries  or  about  20  percent  of 
the  estimated  production  in  1946.    The  largest  carry-over  was  in  Spain 
where  it  is  thought  some  7,700  tons  remained,  and  the  second  largest  in 
Italy  with  6,000  tons.    Since  most  of  the  carry-over  is  of  grade  and 
quality  not  readily  acceptable  to  United  States  importers,  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  any  of  this  tonnage  will  reach  United  States  markets.    It  appears 
probable  that  most  of  the  carry-over  will  be  disposed  of  in  the  domestic 
markets . 


The  Mediterranean  Basin  export  market  for  almonds  during  the  1946-47 
season  was  not  favorable.  Exports  of  all  countries  were  considerably  be- 
low prewar  years.     Complete  export  data  for  these  countries  are  not  yet 

1/  A  more  extensive  statement  may  be  obtained  from  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations . 
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available;  however,  on  the  basis  of  trade  estimates  it  is  obvious  that 
they  Will  be  far  below  normal.    Spain,  which  had  difficulty  exporting 
because  of  high  domestic  prices  most  of  the  season  finally  was  able  to 
export  a  fair  tonnage  during  the  summer  months i  mostly  to  the  United 
Kingdom.    The  bulk, of  last  year's  output  in  these  countries  was  utilized 
domestically,    A  very  heavy  percentage  of  Italy's  harvest  went  to  oil 
crushers . 

UNITED  STATES:    Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  almonds 
from  specified  countries,  September -August  1946-47,  with  comparisons 


(Short  tons) 


French 

-  Other 

Year 

Morocco 

Iran  : 

Italy  • 

Portugal 

i  Spain 

: countries 

:  Total 

Shelled 

Average 

1942-46 

!     16  • 

!  hi' 

712 

769 

4  619 

:  28 

:       6  187 

1937-46  ,"' 

: 15:. 

: 73: 

540: 

•        •  487 

:  2,430 

:  .  97' 

:  3,647 

Annual             •  ; 

I9U2-U3 

;•  '1;: 

:  100: 

i  :o: 

480 

■  lh 

21 

:  616 

1943-44  : 

:  0- 

Ik; 

o. 

1,271- 

!  6,930 

:  39: 

:.  8,254 

1944-45  ; 

:.  15 

:  4: 

:     .  0; 

1,218 

-  8,061 

:  '27- 

:  9,325 

19*- 5- If 6  • 

: .       28 . : 

:  Mi 

1,508; 

688, 

7,140: 

:    "  26 

:  9,437 

1946-47  ; 

: .       34 : ' 

:  .51 

2,054- 

187 

:  950 

:  ..'  '25 

:  3,301 

1947. U8  ;a/  : 

0. 

:    :  87: 

5' 

:  21- 

:  b/. 

]  "  113 

Unshelled  • 

Average 

■  1943.46 

f '        0  : 

"  •'  0: 

:  1: 

•        :  5: 

,  ■  201 

;:-   .  '269 

1937-46  : 

:  0 

:  o. 

1: 

3 

100' 

:  1' 

:  105 

Annual '    ' ;  ■; 

1942-43 

:■     .  0 

f:  0: 

0: 

l     -r'  O 

:   ,  0 

:  '  .•  0- 

,  .  0 

••1943-44  : 

:  :  0 

:  -     ,;  Q: 

:  0: 

:  425' 

0 

:  439 

1944.45 

:  0 

:  0' 

0: 

11: 

:.       170  ■ 

:  •  •'  0 

:  181 

-1945-46 

:  '  0 

:  0 

0: 

0 

:  263' 

:  5 

:   .  •'  268 

1946-47 

:    .  .0 

:  0: 

6- 

:  0' 

1  145: 

6- 

:  157 

19U7-U8  a/ 

:  0 

:  0: 

0: 

Qi 

:  0, 

:  0, 

0 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census, 
a/i Month,  September  only,    b/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 


The  1947-48  marketing  year  in  all  countries,  now  in  its  third  month, 
gives  promise  of  being  the  slowest  in  many  years  as  far  as  exports  are 
concerned.    The  trade  in  Spain  reports  fewer  inquiries  have  been  received 
for  this  period. of  the  marketing  year  than  at  any  time  in  the  past  decade. 

In  Italy,  a  few  inquiries  have  been  reported  but  business  is  slow. 
The  same  applies  in  Iran  and  the  minor  producing  countries  are  not  con- 
cerned as  their  output  is  small  this  year.    The  domestic  price  of  Spanish 
almonds  is  too  high  to  attract  much  business  and  unless  some  assistance 
from  the  Spanish  Government  is  forthcoming,  little  export  business  is 
anticipated . 

(Continued  on  Page  34l)  -V"  " 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS! 


■  TOBACCO 

U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
LESS  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  the  United  States  during 
the  period  January ^September  1947,  totaled  362  million  pounds  (declared 
weight),  with  a  valuation,  of  $198,328,000.    For  a  similar  period  in  1946, 
exports,  were  454  million  pounds,  valued  at  $236,703,000. 

Flue- cured  leaf  made  up  the  bulk  of  our  exports  this  year,  accounting 
for  77  percent  of  the  total.    Exports  of  flue-cured  however,  for  the  nine 
months  January -September.  19^7  were  only  279  million  pounds,  compared  with 
360  million  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1946  --  a  drop  of  23  percent. 
In  contrast,  bur ley  exports  for  the  first  nine  months  of  this  year  were 
35  million  pounds,  nearly  one -third  greater  than  exports  for  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1946.    Fire-cured  exports  for  the  January -September 
period  this  year  totaled  22  million  pounds  -  considerably  below  the  1946 
figore.  .  . 


UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  declared 
weight,  January  -  September  19^7    a/  with 
comparisons 


:  lS^T 

19^7 

:Jan.  - 

: January 

:  Total 

:Sept. 

:  June 

;  July 

:  Aug.  ; 

Sept . 

; Jan. -Sept 

;  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000  s 

'"1,000  " 

r  1,000" 

:  pounds 

.pounds 

: pounds  ' 

:  pound a  : 

pounds 

:  pounds 

Flue -cured 

:360,U27 

:  207, Qlh : 

18,012 

:  19,542: 

33,149 

:  273,577 

Kentucky -Tennessee 

fire -cured 

!  25,010 

■  10,443: 

:  1,763 

•  1,754: 

3,098 

.  17,058 

Virginia  fire -cured 

5,789 

:  3,360 

:  507 

609: 

667 

:  5,143 

Burley  ; 

!  26,562 

:  17,175: 

6,013 

4 , 079  * 

7,641 

■  34,908 

Maryland 

4,851 

2,167 

853- 

356  i 

532 

:  •  3,908 

One -Sucker  j 

:  3,328 

517: 

:  159. 

:  139: 

•  '  805 

:  1,620 

Green  River 

!  2,255 

:  975: 

,  .63! 

.  38: 

206 

1,282 

Black  Fat,  etc. 

4,870 

2,155: 

387 

'  644: 

380  : 

:  3,566 

Cigar  : 

3,828 

2,4o4: 

435: 

531: 

480: 

•  3,8p0 

Peri que  < 

109 

98: 

1: 

0: 

5: 

104 

Stems,  trimmings  and  scrap: 

16, 649 

•  8,587: 

2,202: 

1,015: 

433: 

12,237 

Total  < 

553,37S~ 

255,755: 

"307395: 

28,707,- 

47,39^: 

"  362,253 

Value,  (1,000  dollars)  ; 

236,703: 

145,867: 

13,563: 

15,751: 

23,147: 

198,328- 

Records  of  the  Bureau  of  the'  Census,     aj  Preliminary. 
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Flue -cured  leaf  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  totaled  about  132 
million  pounds,  or  h'J  percent  of  total  exports  of  this  class  of  tobacco. 
For  the  first  nine  months  of  last  year,  however,  the  United  Kingdom  was 
the  market  for  70  percent  of  United  States  flue-cured  exports.  This 
sharp  decline  in  the  United  Kingdom's  takings  reflects  that  country's 
curtailment  in  tobacco  purchases.    Other  principal  customers  for  United 
States  flue-cured  through  September  this  year  were  China  with  2k. 7  mil- 
lion pounds,  the  Netherlands  21.6  million  and  Australia  17.2  million 
pounds.    India  took  10.9  million,  Belgium  10.1  and  Eire  7.6  million  pounds. 

Exports  of  Kentucky -Tennessee  fire-cured  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  this  year,  totalled  I7T1  million  pounds,  chiefly  destined  to  Italy, 
the  Netherlands,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Switzerland.    Virginia  fire -cured 
exports  amounted  to  5.1  million  pounds,  principally  to  Norway,  Sweden, 
the  Netherlands,  and  Switzerland. 

Burley  exports  during  the  January -September  period  this  year  were 
distributed  among  some  ho  countries  and  dependencies.  The  total  of  35 
million  pounds  was  sharply  above  exports  for  the  similar  period  a  year 
ago,  and  more  than  three  times  the  annual  prewar  average .    Italy  was  the 
principal  purchaser  of  burley  this  year,  taking  a  total  of  10.1  million ' 
pounds,  and  France,  with  7.3  million  ranked  second.    Portugal  was  the 
market  for  2.8  million,  and  Belgium  for  2.2  million  pounds.  Considerable 
quantities  were  destined  to  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Argentina.    The  sharp  up- 
swing in  burley  exports  may  be  attributed  chiefly  to  the  growing  foreign 
demand  for  American-type  blended  cigarettes,  for  the  manufacture  of  which 
burley  is  an  essential  ingredient. 

Maryland  exports  were  3.9  million  pounds,  practically  all  to  Switzer- 
land, the  Netherlands.,  and  France.    One-sucker  was  shipped    primarily  to 
France,  West  Africa  and  Belgium.    The  United  Kingdom  was  the  market  for 
most  of  the  Green-  Rlye.r .  •  British' and  French  West  Africa  wore  the  principal 
markets  for  Black -Fat.     Cigar  leaf  exports,  amounting  to  3.9  million  pounds 
went  almost  entirely  to  Denmark,  Belgium, Switzerland ,  Sweden  and  the 
Netherlands.     China,  with '10  million  pounds,  and  Sweden  1,3  million,  took 
most  of  the  exports  of  stems ,  trimmings  and  scrap.  ; 


SWEDISH  GOVERNMENT 
LICENSES  FOR  IF,  S 

Licenses, for  the  importation  6f  about'  h6, 000  bushels  of  apples  from 
the  United  States  for  the  Christmas  trade  in  Sweden  will  be  issued  immed- 
iately to  Swedish  importers.     Swedish  authorities  have  set;a  maximum 
price  for  the  apples  designed  to  reflect  a .payment -of  $3 . 00  per  container 
of  1-bushel  capacity,  and  $3.30  per  container  of  1  l/8-bushel  capacity, 
F.0.B,  port  of  shipment.    Pears  may  be  ' substituted -for  apples  at  the  same 
prices  through  mutual  agreement  between  importer  and  exporter. 


FRUITS,  VEGETABLES  AND  NUTS 


ISSUING 
APPLES 
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TROPICAL  PRODUCTS 

GOLD  COAST  CACAO  CROP  '  '■ 

REVISED  DOWNWARD 

Latest  estimates  place  the  1947-48  cacao  crop  in  the  African  Gold 
Coast  area  at  between  425  and  450  million  poands.    This  includes  both 
the  main  and  mid-crops  and  covers  the  period  October  1,  1947  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  1948.    Earlier  in  the  season  it  appeared  the  crop  would  sub- 
stantially exceed  the  1946-47  production  of  428  million  pounds,  but 
heavy  rainfall  has  resulted  in  increased  incidence  of  black  pod  disease. 
The  beans  are  average  to  above  average  in  size  this  year,  in  contrast  to 
the  unusually  small  beans  of  the  1946-47  crop. 

The  1947-48  buying  season  opened  October  3,  1947,  but  during  the 
first  three  weeks  only  17  million  pounds  of  cacao  were  purchased.  Only 
small  quantities  of  cacao  have  been  available,  because  rains  have  de- 
layed drying  of  the  beans,  and  much  of  the  early  harvest  has  been  lost 
on  account  of  black  pod  disease. 

The  Gold  Coast  railway  strike  which  began  October  22,  1947,  is  not 
expected  to  affect  cacao  marketing  seriously.    The  strike  may  be  ended 
before  large  quantities  of  cacao  are  ready  for  market,  and  in  any  event 
there  is  sufficient  storage  space  at  railheads  and  other  up-country  sta- 
tions to  accomodate  about  half  of  the  crop. 

ECUADOR'S  COFFEE  CROP 
EXCEEDS  FORECAST 

Ecuador's  1947-48  coffee  crop,  originally  forecast  at  230,000  bags, 
now  is  estimated  at  268,000  bags,  or  far  above  last  year's  production  of 
170,000  bags.    About  50,000  bags  will  be  required  for  domestic  consump- 
tion leaving  approximately  218,000  bags  for  export. 

Since  the  crop  was  later  than  usual,  deliveries  of  coffee  at  the 
port  of  Guayaquil  were  insignificant  until  the  end  of  July.     August  de- 
liveries were  so  much  above  expectations  that  financing  of  the  heavy 
purchases  was  made  possible  only  through  credit  extended  directly  to  the 
exporters  by  the  Central  Bank. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

AUSTRALIA'S  FEED  GRAIN 
PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

Prospects  are  favorable  for  feed  grain  crops  in  Australia,  and  yields 
are  expected  to  be  larger  than  average,  according  to  recent  reports. 

From  preliminary  estimates,  it  appears  that  the  total  acreage  seeded 
to  oats  in  the  current  season  is  a  little  larger  than  the  small  area 
seeded  last  year.     A  good  harvest  seems  assured  in  New  South  Wales,  the 
largest  producing  State.     In  Victoria,  the  second  area  of  importance,  the 
crop  is  reported  to  be  in  fair  to  good  condition.     Good  yields  are  in 
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prospect  for  South  Australia,  while,  a  less  favorable  outlook  in  Western 
Australia  results  from  very  dry'  conditions  in  that  State  during  August 
and  the  first  half  of  September.    Dryness  in  Queensland  in  June  and  July 
retarded  growth  there  also,  but  subsequent  rains  caused  a  good  recovery. 

A  record  barley  acreage  is  reported  for  South  Australia,  where  the 
bulk  of  the  crop  is  produced.    Favorable  growing  conditions  appear  to 
assure  good  yields Victoria,  the  only' other  State  of  importance  in  the 
culture  of  barley  for  grain,  reports  an  acreage  larger  than  in  19^6,  with 
the  crop  in  good  condition, 

CUBAN  GOVERNMENT  DECREES  , 
FLEXIBLE  PRICE  CEILING  FOR  FLOUR 

The  Cuban  Government  on  October  17  officially  decreed  a  new  formula 
for  wheat  flour  prices  effective  November  1,  19^-7.    The  new  system  provides 
for  flexible  maximum  selling  prices  instead  of  the  fixed  ceiling  previously 
in  effect.    The  decree  is  said  to  insure  Cuban  importers  against  losses, 
which  were  possible  under  the  fixed  ceiling.    In  view  of  changes  that  may 
occur  in  the  price  of  wheat  flour,  the  Minister  of  Commerce  at  such  time 
as  he  deems  proper,  may  fix  the  maximum  selling  price  of  bread.-    .  • 

SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE  WOOL  EXPORTS  LARGER 

TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CONTINENTAL  EUROPE 

Southern  Hemisphere  wool  exports  in  19^-6 -Vf  reached  record  levels 
and  were  approximately  1  percent  above  19^5 an^  38  percent  above  the 
average  for  the  five  seasons  193^-35  to  1938-39..    Exports  to  the  United 
States  for  the  soason  probably  reached  about       7^Q.  million  pounds  or  2 
percent  above  19^5-^6  and.  almost  7  times  the  prewar'  average.  ; 

'The  only  countries  sending  more  wool  to  the  United  States  in  .19^6-^7 
wore  Australia  and  probably .New  Zealand  (where  only  11  months'  statistics 
are  available  as  yet).    Exports  from  the  other  three  countries  were  smaller. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  season  was  the  large . increase  in  ship- 
ments to  continental  Europe,  especially  France,  Belgium  and  Italy  from 
Australia  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa.    Shipments  exceeded  the  prewar 
average  by  a  considerable  quantity.    Shipments  from  New  Zealand  to  those 
countries  increased  but  not  to  such  a  large  extent.  ,  . 

Exports  from  Argentina  and  Uruguay  were  smaller  than  in  the  preceding 
season  to  the  United  States  with  a  moderate  increase  to  continental  Europe . 
Continental  buyers  concentrated  especially  on  the  wools  of  Australia  and 
the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  bought  heavily  of  the  fine  qualities. 

Shipment  to  the  United  Kingdom  from,  the  three  British  Dominions  were 
slightly  below  last  season,  and  smaller  than  the  prewar  average.- 

a/"l^FilnateT~  A~  revision  of  the  table  published  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 
October  13,  19^7,  p.  256  will  be  .published  as  soon  as  data  are  complete  for 
the  season. 

(Continued  on  Page  338) 
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FATS  AND  OILS  ( 

TURKEY'S  I9U7  OILSEED  HARVEST 
CONTINUES  BELOW  PREWAR 

Turkey's  I9U7  vegetable  oilseed  production  was  characterized  by  signi- 
ficant increases  in  sunflower-seed,  poppy- seed  ,-•  and-  flaxseed  output  and  a 
smaller  increase  'in  hempseed .    On  the  other  hand,  cottonseed  production  de- 
creased considerably,  sesame  seed  slightly,  and  soybeans  to  a  negligible 
quantity.  ....... 

The  sunflower-seed  harvest  of  39,000  short  tons  represents  a  370-per- 
cent increase  over  the  19^5  crop  (19*6  figure  has  not  been  reported)  and  an 
increase  of  more  than  ikOO  percent  over  the  prewar  average  output.  Poppy- 
seed  production  came  to  18,000  tons,  an  increase  of  Ilk  percent  over  the 
19U6  crop  and  66  percent  .over  the  prewar  average. 

Turkey  produced  1*66,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  this  year,  52  and  3^  per- 
cent increases  over  the  1946  crop  and  the  prewar  average,  respectively .  The 
expansion  is  attributed  to  two  reasons.    First,  a  substantial  demand  on  the 
port  of  foreign  buyers  for  the  crop  harvested  in  1946  enabled  producers  to 
sell  at  high  prices,    Prices  which  were  0.35  lira  per  kilo  ($3.17  per  bushel) 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season  rose  to  1.60  lire  ($14.50  per  bushel)  as  de- 
mand on  the  part  of  foreign  buyers  increased.  ■  Second,'  the  failure  of  wheat 
crops  planted  in  the  fall  of  1946. in  some  regions,  as  a  result  of  unfavorable 
weather    caused  farmers  to  substitute  flax  in  the  following  spring.  Though 
existing  stocks  are  reported  to  be  low,  there  is  a  tendency  toward  a  decrease 
in  prices  for  the  1947  crop.    Export  prospects  appear  unfavorable  m  view  01 
anticipated  Argentine  and  Indian  competition  on  the  international  market. 
The  September  price  was  quoted  at  0.90  lira  per  kilo  ($8.16  per  bushel). 

Hempseed  output  is  expected  to  reach  over  3,300  short  tons,  an  increase 
of  at  least  20  percent  over  the  1946  crop.    More  extensive  plantings  were 
the  result  of  the  high  prices  brought -by  the  previous  crop.    Domestic  whole- 
sale prices,  which  were  1.20  lire  per  kilo  (19.43  cents  per  pound)  at  the 
beginning  of  the  crop  year,  rose  to  1.70  lire  (27.53  cents  per  pound)  as 
foreign  demand  increased..    Nominal  prices  in  September  were  1.30  lire  per 
kilo  (21.05  cents  per  pound).  .  •  • 

Turkey's  commercial  cottonseed  output  is  reported  at  81,000  tons,  a 
34  percent  decrease  from  the  1946  crop  and  a  45  percent  decrease  from  the 
1935-39  average.    The  sesame  harvest  of  28,000  tons  represents  only  1 
percent  decrease  from  last  year's  but  an  11 'percent  drop  from  the  pre- 
war production.    Only  2,000  bushels  of  soybeans  were  produced  this  year, 
whereas  367,000  bushels  were  harvested  in  1938. 


(Continued  on  page  340) 
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TURKEY:     Vegetable  oilseed  production,  with  comparisons. 


Oilseed 


Unit 


Average 


1946 


19^7  a/ 


Short  tons:  c/  l47,8l6      :  122-582 

Short  tons:  2,534      :  d/ 

1,000  bu.  :  3^9      :  306 

Short  tons:  31 '757      '  28,478 

Short  tons:  11.004      :  8042 

Short  tons:  2,605      :  2,756 

1,000  bu.  :  e/         367      •  d/  _    _ 

Compiled  from  official  sources,     a/  Preliminary.     b/  Commercial  production, 

c/  Average  of  loss  than  5  years-  d/  lot  reported.     e/  1938  only. 


Cottonseed  b/ 
Sunf lowersoed 
Flaxseed 
Sesame  seed 
Poppy  seed 
Hemp seed 
Soybeans 


80,643 
39'393 

28,1^3 
18,314 

3 '307 

2 


SOUTH  AFRICA  FORESEES 
RECORD  SUNFLOWER- SEED  CROP 

The  1947-48  sunflower-seed  croo  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is  esti- 
mated, unofficially,  at  50,000  short  tons  compared  with  the  1546-47  output 
of  from  6,000  to  6,500  tons-     Should  this  forecast  materialize,  this  will 
be,  by  far,  the  largest  sunflower-seed  crop  on  record. 

A  price  range  of  21  to  25  shillings  ($4.20  to  $5-00)  per  bag  of  100 
pounds  to  the  producer    represents  the  contract  price  made  by  crushers  to 
producers.     A  slightly  reduced  fixed  price  for  corn  and  an  advantageous 
price  for  sunflower-seed  has  encouraged  the  production  of  the  latter. 

PHILIPPINE  ISLAND  COPRA 
EXPORTS  CONTINUE  UPWARD 

Philippine  copra  exports  during  October  were  approximately  100*000 
long  tons  (111,610  short  tons),  bringing  the  10-months  total  for  1947  to 
301^494  compared  with  423,000  tons  in  the  same  months  of  last  ye-ar- 
Countries  of  destination  in  October  were:   the  United  States  75,498,  Belgium 
4,200,   Italy  3>955>  Norway  2,b02,  Poland  700 ,  India  4,000,  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  8,497,  and  Panama  Canal  Zone  200. 

By  the  end  of  October  the  Philippines  had  shipped  60  percent  of  their 
International  Emergency  Food  Council  copra  allocated  for  1947*  Because 
of  transportation  and  handling  difficulties,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  copra 


shioments  in  November  and  December  will  be  sufficient  to  rne 
commitments. 


tlii  s  year' s 


November  17 ,  19^7 
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DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  FATS  AND 
OILS  POSITION  IMPROVED 

The  Dominican  Republic's  fats  and  oils  supply  will  "bo  improved  if 
8,800  short  tons  of  peanuts,  the  present  forecast,  are  harvested.    A  crop 
this    size      would  be  23  percent  greater  than  last  year's  and  the  second 
largest  on  record,  the  largest  (10,000  tons)  having  been  produced  in  19^5. 
Owing  to  the  unusually  prolonged  dry  weather  prevailing  throughout  the 
Republic,  peanut  yields  during  I9U7  are  expected  to  fall  below  500  pounds, 
the  average  yield  per  acre.     In  the  Dominican  Republic,  peanuts  are  planted 
and  harvested  throughout  the  year  with  heaviest  planting  from  April  through 
September,  while  the  main  harvesting  period  extends  from  July  into  January. 

The  government-owned  peanut  oil  mill  (Sociedad  Industria  Dominicana) 
is  the  largest  single  consumer  of  peanuts,  and  normally  absorbs  between 
80  to  85  percent  of  the  crop.    The  mill  supplies  seed  free  of  charge  (which 
the  growers  later  return),  loans  eight  tractors  to  a  small  number  of  growers 
in  a  position  to  pay  the  operating  expenses,  and  advances  money  on  the  crop. 
Currently  the  mill  is  paying  growers  $6.00  per  100  pounds  for  unshelled  pea- 
nuts in  the  field,  compared  with  $10.00  and  $12.00  last  May.    No  sizeable 
stocks  accumulate  at  any  time  since  the  crop  is  utilized  almost  as  rapidly 
as  it  arrives  at  the  mill.    The  19^7  peanut  oil  output  is  expected  to  be 
approximately  1,300  tons,  compared  with  150  tons  in  19^6. 

Though  the  Dominican  Bureau  of  Statistics  records  annual  coconut  produc- 
tion at  approximately  20  million  nuts,  trade  estimates  indicate  from  8  to 
15  million  and  place  the  19^-7  output  at  10  million.     Coconuts  are  used  in  the 
Republic  principally  for  edible  purposes.    During  19^-8,  however,  increasing 
quantities  are  expected  to  be  used  for  oil  and  for  manufacturing  shredded 
coconut  for  export  to  the  United  States.    Almost  the  entire  coconut  oil 
output  is  consumed  by  the  local  soap  industry.    Annual  consumption  for  the 
past  three  years  has  averaged  about  300  tons . 

Sesame  seed  production  amounts  to  only  about  110  tons  a  year.  Over 
half  the  output  is  exported,  principally  to  Puerto  Rico.  Oil  production 
is  insignificant. 

Lard  production  in  19V7  is  estimated  at  3,300  tons,  which  is  about  25 
percent  less  than  last  year's  output.    Smaller  hog  slaughterings  and  pos- 
sibly lighter  weight  hogs  are  the  reasons  given  for  lower  lard  output. 

A3  is  the  case  with  coconut  oil,  tallow  is  utilized  almost  exclusively 
by  the  soap  industry.     Consumption  from  19hk  to  19^6  averaged  about  570  tons. 
Inedible  tallow  production  for  I9V7  is  estimated  at  approximately  580  tons. 
There  is  believed  to  be  no  production  of  edible  tallow  in  the  Republic. 

MEDITERRANEAN  BASIN  ALMONDS  (Continued  from  Page  332) 

One  of  the  reasons  business  has  been  slow  this  season  is  that  many  of 
the  countries  buying  almonds  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  are  placing  re- 
strictions on  imports  of  non-essential  items,  among  them  fruits  and  nuts. 
The  increasing  shortage  of  foreign  exchange  in  these  countries  is  the 
reason  for  the  restrictions. 


342 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Yoi ,  55 .  Wo .  20 

l.  "  ■  ISM 


Inflation  in  the  two  principal  countries,  Italy  and  Spam,  has  forced 
prices  to  levels  higher  than  those  in  the  United  States  in  most  grades 
and  consequently  importers  in  the  United  States  are.  hesitant  to  make  commit- 
ments, especially  in  the  face  of  a  large  California  crop 


This  is  one "a£~a~ series  cf" regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  statistics.    For  this  report,  the  Committee 
was  composed  of  J.  A „  Becker,  Chairman,  CM.  Purves f  and  W.R.  Schreiber 
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COTTON -PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS  .... 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign 
markets,  converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 

COTTON-    Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 

and  qualities  in  specific  markets  ;  


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 


'ate 


Alexandria 


Ashmouni,  Good..,  c ,  0 » « .  .. „ 
Ashmouni ,  F £ G „F  ...... : 

Giza  7,  Good.  .'l 1 

Giza  7,  F.G.F, , <  . . .  , ,  „ . .  . : 
Karnak,  Good., 
Karnak,  F,G,F.  . . . ,  t.  k. »•» . . 

Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine  .„.,«„,.,,,,,. 
Broach }  Fine  .,.,«„.......  •*< 

Sind  American,  Fine  .,.,..„. 
Punjab      "        289-F,  Fine 
Kampala,  East  African „ „ , . 
Buenos  Aires . 

■  Type  B.v.  ......  .-.>.«.'*..  .',«. 

Lima 

Tanguis ,  Type  5  ....  . , 

Pima,  Type  L  .......  i 

Recife 


11-6 


Mat  a,  Type  5 .- .  .  . .  . 

Sertao,  Type.  5-  . •>• . 
Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  .  5,' 
Torre on 

Middling,  15 /l6". . 


:ll-7 


Unit  of 
weight 


'•  Price  in:  Equivalent 
Unit  of  :  foreign:  U,S„  cents 
currency  .  currency:  per  pound 


: Kan tar 


6 

:  99.05  lbs,  • 

Tallari 

41.00  ; 

34,20 

n 

11 

11 

:  .  38,50  •: 

32.12 

11 

it 

11 

:  ■    46.25  : 

38.58 

it 

ii 

'i 

:          (not  quoted) 

11 

ti 

11 

:      48.25.  ; 

40,25 

11 

11 

ii 

.44.75  s 

37-33 

: Candy  : 

16,97 

11 

:  784  lbs.  : 
it 

Rupee 

:    441,00  : 

11 

.  11 

:    555,00  ; 

21.36 

M 

11 

11 

;    565.OO  * 

2175 

ii 

ii 

it 

:.  675.OO 

25.98 

ti 

:    920.00  : 

35-41 

:Metric  ton 

34.98 

f 

:  2204.6  lbs,: 

Peso 

:2,590.00  : 

:Sp,  quintal  ; 

6 

:  101.4  lbs.  : 

Sol 

:     160 ,00  ; 

24.27 

•fi, 

11 

:     196,00  •„ 

29t  73 

S Arroba  ! 

18,10 

7' 

■i  33-07  lbs.  2 

Cruzeiro 

;     110,00  : 

w 

11  , 

11 

: :   120 . 00  :, 

19-74 

11 

,:■    .159  .50  I 

26.,24 

;;Sp  ,  quintal  : 

25.76 

lr 

;  101.4  lba.,  s 

Peso 

:    127,00  : 

Compiled  from  weekly1  cables  from  representatives  abroad, 


